
BOARDMAN TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
 

Boardman Township Park District was established and operates pursuant to The Ohio 
Revised Code Section 511.18 et seq.  Revenue to operate, maintain and improve the Park 
District is derived from four (4) primary sources:  receipts of taxes levied upon all real 
property within the Township of Boardman, receipts from the Local Government Fund, 
receipts from the Local Government Revenue Assistance Fund, receipts from user fees 
for the facilities of the Park District. Currently, the Park District receives the revenue 
from two (2) voted Real Property Tax Levies, 0.3 Mill and 0.6 Mill, with both levies being 
first approved in 1980; and one (1) non-voted Real Property Tax Levy of 0.1 Mill. 
 
§ 511.18. Petition to organize township park district; boundaries. 
 

(A)  When any number of electors in a township, including the electors of all municipal 
corporations in the township, equal to or exceeding one-tenth of the total vote cast in the township at 
the most recent general election, files a petition with the board of township trustees for proceedings to 
organize a park district and to establish one or more public parks within the township, the board shall 
certify that fact to the court of common pleas of the county, which court, or a judge of the court, shall 
appoint a board of park commissioners for the township. However, if an entire park district is 
contained within the unincorporated area of the township, the board of township trustees, instead of the 
court of common pleas of the county, shall, regardless of when the park district was established, 
appoint the board of park commissioners, unless the board of township trustees, by unanimous vote, 
adopts a resolution authorizing the court of common pleas to appoint the board of park commissioners. 
For purposes of this division, an entire park district shall be considered to be contained within the 
unincorporated area of the township if the electors of the unincorporated area would be the only 
persons entitled to vote on a tax levy submitted under division (B) of section 511.27 of the Revised 
Code, regardless of where real property owned by the district is located.   
  
If the board of township trustees adopts a resolution described in this division, the court, or a judge of 
the court, shall appoint the board of park commissioners. If, at any time after the adoption of that 
resolution, the board of township trustees wishes to rescind the resolution and again assume the 
authority provided under this division to appoint the board of park commissioners, it may adopt a 
resolution, by unanimous vote, rescinding the previous resolution and its authorization for the court of 
common pleas to appoint the board of park commissioners. After the adoption of a rescinding 
resolution, the board of township trustees shall appoint the board of park commissioners.   
  

(B)  Regardless of when a township park district was established, at least seventy-five per cent 
of the acreage owned by a township park district shall be located within the boundaries of the 
township, unless the township has ceased to exist since the establishment of the park district.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF A TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT 
 
The Park District is governed by a Board of Park Commissioners, consisting of three (3) 
residents of Boardman Township, who are appointed by the Trustees of Boardman 
Township. Park Commissioners receive no compensation or benefits for their service to 
the Park District.  Listed below are the current members of the Park Board, with their 
term of service. 
 
 Robert C. Johnson, D.D.S., Chairman:  May 14, 2007 – May 10, 2010. 
         John J Jamieson, Commissioner:  May 12, 2008 – May 9, 2011. 
         Joyce L. Mistovich, Treasurer:  May 11, 2009 – May 14, 2012. 
 

The Board of Park Commissioners usually meets monthly at the Offices of the Park 
District, the Georgeanna Parker Activity Center, 375 Boardman-Poland Road, 
Boardman, Ohio 44512.  Occasionally, the Park Board will hold Special Meetings.  
Public Notice is given 24 hours in advance of all meetings of the Park Board. 
 
The next meeting of the Park Board is scheduled for October 15, 2007, at 5:00 PM. 
   
§ 511.19. Board of Park Commissioners   
   
 (A)  Except as provided in division (B) of this section, the board of park commissioners shall 
consist of three electors. The electors may be residents of the township or of any municipal corporation 
that is located within the township, that was within the township at the time that the park district was 
established, or the boundaries of which are coterminous with or include the township. One of the 
commissioners shall serve for one year, one of the commissioners shall serve for two years, and one of 
the commissioners shall serve for three years, from the second Monday of May succeeding the 
appointment, and thereafter one commissioner shall be appointed annually to serve for three years. The 
court of common pleas, or the board of township trustees if the board of park commissioners is 
appointed by the board of township trustees, shall fill any vacancy that occurs in the board by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, by appointment for the unexpired term.      
   
 (B)  If a board of park commissioners is appointed by the board of township trustees, the board 
of township trustees may appoint a five-member board of park commissioners in lieu of the three-
member board provided for in division (A) of this section. Except as provided in this division, 
members of a five-member board of park commissioners shall serve three-year terms. Of the initial 
appointees, two shall serve one-year terms, two shall serve two-year terms, and one shall serve a three-
year term. Thereafter, terms of office for successive appointees shall be for three years. All terms shall 
commence on the second Monday of May succeeding appointment. Qualifications for members and 
filling of vacancies on five-member boards shall be the same as provided in division (A) of this section 
for three-member boards.     
   

(C) A board of township trustees, by resolution, may convert a three-member board of park 
commissioners that the board of township trustees has appointed to a five-member board 
of park commissioners. The conversion shall be effective from the second Monday of May 
succeeding the adoption of the resolution. If a three-member board is converted,  



any member of the three-member board whose term had not expired on the date of 
conversion shall serve as one of the five members of the new board until the expiration 
date of that member's term.   

   
(D) A board of township trustees, by resolution, may convert into a three-member 

board of park commissioners a five-member board of park commissioners that the board of township 
trustees has appointed. Upon the expiration of the terms of one or more park commissioners on the 
second Monday of May that immediately follows the date of the resolution's adoption, the board of 
township trustees shall appoint one park commissioner to a three-year term. Upon the expiration of the 
terms of one or more park commissioners on the second Monday of May in each of the immediately 
following two years, the board of township trustees shall appoint one park commissioner to a three-
year term. During the transition period from a five-member board to a three-member board, any 
member of the five-member board whose term has not yet expired shall continue to serve as a member 
until that member's term expires.    
  
§ 511.23. Powers and duties of board   
   
 (A)  When the vote under section 511.22 of the Revised Code is in favor of establishing one or 
more public parks, the board of park commissioners shall constitute a board, to be called the board of 
park commissioners of that township park district, and they shall be a body politic and corporate. Their 
office is not a township office within the meaning of section 703.22 of the Revised Code but is an 
office of the township park district. The members of the board shall serve without compensation but 
shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.   
  
 (B)  The board may locate, establish, improve, maintain, and operate a public park or parks in 
accordance with division (B) of section 511.18 of the Revised Code, with or without recreational 
facilities. Any township park district that contains only unincorporated territory and that operated a 
public park or parks outside the township immediately prior to July 18, 1990, may continue to 
improve, maintain, and operate these parks outside the township, but further acquisitions of land shall 
not affect the boundaries of the park district itself or the appointing authority for the board of park 
commissioners.   
    
 The board may lease, accept a conveyance of, or purchase suitable lands for cash, by purchase 
by installment payments with or without a mortgage, by lease or lease-purchase agreements, or by 
lease with option to purchase, may acquire suitable lands through an exchange under section 511.241 
[511.24.1] of the Revised Code, or may appropriate suitable lands and materials for park district 
purposes. The board also may lease facilities from other political subdivisions or private sources. The 
board shall have careful surveys and plats made of the lands acquired for park district purposes and 
shall establish permanent monuments on the boundaries of the lands. Those plats, when executed 
according to sections 711.01 to 711.38 of the Revised Code, shall be recorded in the office of the 
county recorder, and those records shall be admissible in evidence for the purpose of locating and 
ascertaining the true boundaries of the park or parks.     
   
 (C)  In furtherance of the use and enjoyment of the lands controlled by it, the board may accept 
donations of money or other property or act as trustees of land, money, or other property, and may use 
and administer the land, money, or other property as stipulated by the donor or as provided in the trust 
agreement.   
    



 The board may receive and expend grants for park purposes from agencies and 
instrumentalities of the United States and this state and may enter into contracts or agreements with 
those agencies and instrumentalities to carry out the purposes for which the grants were furnished.  
   
 (D)  In exercising any powers conferred upon the board under divisions (B) and (C) of this 
section and for other types of assistance that the board finds necessary in carrying out its duties, the 
board may hire and contract for professional, technical, consulting, and other special services and may 
purchase goods and award contracts. The procuring of goods and awarding of contracts shall be done 
in accordance with the procedures established for the board of county commissioners by sections 
307.86 to 307.91 of the Revised Code.     
   
 (E)  The board may appoint an executive for the park or parks and may designate the executive 
or another person as the clerk of the board. It may appoint all other necessary officers and employees, 
fix their compensation, and prescribe their duties, or it may require the executive to appoint all other 
necessary officers and employees, and to fix their compensation and prescribe their duties, in 
accordance with guidelines and policies adopted by the board.    
  
 (F)  The board may adopt bylaws and rules that it considers advisable for the following 
purposes:     
   
  (1) To prohibit selling, giving away, or using any intoxicating liquors in the park or 
parks;     
   
  (2) For the government and control of the park or parks and the operation of motor 
vehicles in the park or parks;     
   
  (3) To provide for the protection and preservation of all property and natural life within 
its jurisdiction.     
   
  Before the bylaws and rules take effect, the board shall provide for a notice of their 
adoption to be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county within which the park district is located.     
   
  No person shall violate any of the bylaws or rules. Fines levied and collected for 
violations shall be paid into the treasury of the township park district. The board may use moneys 
collected from those fines for any purpose that is not inconsistent with sections 511.18 to 511.37 of the 
Revised Code.   
  
 (G)  The board may do either of the following:     
   
  (1) Establish and charge fees for the use of any facilities and services of the park or 
parks regardless of whether the park or parks were acquired before, on, or after the effective date of 
this amendment;     
 
  (2) Enter into a lease agreement with an individual or organization that provides for the 
exclusive use of a specified portion of the park or parks within the township park district by that 
individual or organization for the duration of an event produced by the individual or organization. The 
board, for the specific portion of the park or parks covered by the lease agreement, may charge a fee to, 



or permit the individual or organization to charge a fee to, participants in and spectators at the event 
covered by the agreement.     
  
 (H)  If the board finds that real or personal property owned by the township park district is not 
currently needed for park purposes, the board may lease that property to other persons or organizations 
during any period of time the board determines the property will not be needed. If the board finds that 
competitive bidding on a lease is not feasible, it may lease the property without taking bids.   
  
 (I)  The board may exchange property owned by the township park district for property owned 
by the state, another political subdivision, or the federal government on terms that it considers 
desirable, without the necessity of competitive bidding.     
   
 (J)  Any rights or duties established under this section may be modified, shared, or assigned by 
an agreement pursuant to section 755.16 of the Revised Code.  
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